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LEA Partner:  Regional Office of Education #30

• Regional Superintendent:  Cheryl Graff

– Assistant Superintendent:  Karen Wolfe

• Serves Jackson, Perry, Union, Pulaski and Alexander Counties

• Has oversight for 22 Southern Illinois school districts , all of which were classified 

as Rural (Fringe/Distant/Remote, n= 12) or Town (Remote, n= 8) according to the 

National Center for Education Statistics (NCES). 

• We have 40 schools participating in our project







Project Objectives

A. To conduct a region-wide school climate assessment of K-12 schools in 

22 school districts across Southern Illinois.

B. To assess the effectiveness of training school administrators, teachers 

and staff in the delivery of low-cost, evidenced-based interventions 

addressing key components identified in critical reviews of bullying 

prevention programs.

C. To assess the impact of facilitating anonymous reporting of school safety 

issues via a web-based platform on school climate.

Design/Analyses: random assignment of schools to intervention years; hierarchical 

linear modeling for nested structures based on mixed effects longitudinal models for 

repeated outcomes. 



Interventions

• Administrator workshop:  Safe Schools/Bullying Prevention 

– Illinois Principal Association Academy

• Teaching Training Workshop:

Creating a Safe and Respectful Environment in our Nation’s 

Classrooms

– National Center for Safe and Supportive Learning Environment Workshop

• Playground/School Monitor Training:

Systematic Supervision (Elementary, Middle and High School training)

– Iris Education

• Pilot Testing of Web-Based Anonymous Reporting System



Anonymous Web-based Reporting System



Anonymous Web-based Reporting System



Assessment Measures

School Climate Survey

School Administrator Questionnaire – NELS 88

Playground and Lunchroom Climate Observation Tool.

Discipline Management Questionnaire.  

Teacher Classroom Management Strategies Questionnaire.   

Coding of School Policy Manuals



Preliminary Data:  

Year 1 

School Climate Surveys



School Climate Surveys

• Surveys were collected from 40 ROE#30 schools

• Data collection occurred March - May

• Teacher sample total n= 657

• Grades 4-6 sample total n = 2463

• Grades 7-12 sample total n = 3046



TEACHER SUMMARIES
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Grades 4-6 

Summaries
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Progress to Date

• Year 1 (baseline) school climate survey data collected

• IPA workshop held in May of 2016

• NCSSLE Workshop Training  August 2016

• Year 1 Systematic Supervision Training  (Dec – Mar 2017)

• Anonymous web-based reporting – just launched

• Year 2 School Climate Survey Collection completed today!  



Issues that have Arisen

• Issues in randomization

• Difficulties in scheduling survey collection

• Parents opting students out of participation in some 

districts

• Teacher objections to survey content for fourth – sixth 

graders

• Common modifications teachers made to NCCSLE 

workshop curriculum

• Administrator concerns regarding liability for information 

received through web portal

• Changes in LEA staff members



What’s Next

• Year 2 IPA workshop scheduled for 5/31/17

• Year 2 NCSSLE Workshop 7/31-8/2/17

• Year 2 Systematic Supervision Oct – Dec

• Launch of remaining anonymous reporting tools



Questions??

Contact:

Mary Louise Cashel, Ph.D.

mcashel@siu.edu

(618) 453-3553

mailto:mcashel@siu.edu

